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Fiction 
 
How Tia Lola Ended Up Starting Over 
Jula Alvarez    JFIC ALVAREZ 
Worried that Papa Espada cannot find a job, Tía Lola, Juanita, 
Miguel, and the "Sword" sisters decide to start a bed and 
breakfast at Colonel Charlebois's Vermont house. 
Reading Level: R 
 
The Strange Case of Origami Yoda 
Tom Angleberger                 JFIC ANGLEBERGER 
Sixth-grader Tommy and his friends describe their interactions 
with a paper finger puppet of Yoda, worn by their weird class-
mate Dwight, as they try to figure out whether or not the pup-
pet can really predict the future. Includes instructions for mak-
ing Origami Yoda.  
Reading Level: T 
 
Beyond Lucky 
Sarah Aronson    JFIC ARONSON 
Twelve-year-old Ari Fish is sure that the rare trading card he 
found has changed his luck and that of his soccer team, but 
after the card is stolen he comes to know that we make our 
own luck, and that heroes can be fallible. 
Reading Level: P 
 
Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing                            
Judy Blume    JFIC BLUME 

Peter finds his demanding two-year-old brother an ever 
increasing problem.  
Reading Level: Q 
 
The Chocolate Touch 
Patrick Skene Catling   JFIC CATLING 
Recounts the trials and tribulations of a greedy boy's predica-
ment when everything he touches turns to chocolate. 
Reading Level: N 
 
Mouse and the Motorcycle 
Beverly Cleary    JFIC CLEARY 
A reckless young mouse named Ralph makes friends with a boy 
in room 215 of the Mountain View Inn and discovers the joys 
of motorcycling. 
Reading Level: O 
 
Ramona Quimby, Age 8 
Beverly Cleary    JFIC CLEARY 
The further adventures of the Quimby family as Ramona en-
ters the third grade.  
Reading Level: O 
 
Frindle 
Andrew Clements   JFIC CLEMENTS 
When he decides to turn his fifth grade teacher's love of the 
dictionary around on her, clever Nick Allen invents a new word 
and begins a chain of events that quickly moves beyond his 
control.  
Reading Level: R 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Like Pickle Juice on a Cookie 
Juile Sternberg    JFIC STERNBERG 
When nine-year-old Eleanor's beloved babysitter Bibi moves 
away to care for her ailing father, Eleanor must spend the sum-
mer adjusting to a new babysitter while mourning the loss of 
her old one. 
Reading Level: O 
 
 
Lulu Walks the Dogs 
Judith Viorst    JFIC VIORST 
Lulu needs help from a boy named Fleischman if she is to earn 
money walking her neighbors' dogs, and she finds out that if 
she wants her business venture to succeed, she has to be nice. 
*Part of the Lulu series 
Reading Level: Q  
 
Kickers: game-day jitters 
Rich Wallace    JFIC WALLACE 
With help from his older brother Larry, nine-year-old Ben 
learns to cope with his nervousness about the Kickers League 
playoffs. 
Reading Level: Q 

 
 

Graphic Novels 
 

 
Luz Sees the Light 
Claudia Davila    JGN DAVILA 
One minute, Luz and her friends are snacking on chocolate 
bars and getting rides to the mall. The next, Luz's mom can't 
afford gas or groceries, and the city is dimmed by blackouts. 
Luz sets her heart on transforming her fossil-fueled world, but 
how much can one twelve-year-old do? 
Reading Level: N 
 
Squish: the power of the parasite 
Jennifer Holm    JGN HOLM 
At swim camp, Squish's new friend Basil helps him avoid learn-
ing to swim with pranks that sometimes go too far, but the 
comic book exploits of Squish's idol, "Super Amoeba," help him 
deal with Basil and conquer his fear. 
Reading Level: R 
 
Mary Anne Saves the Day  
Raina Telgemeier   JGN TELGEMEIER 
When a terrible fight breaks out among the four Baby-sitters 
Club friends, Mary Anne is left to her own devices. She has to 
sit by herself at lunch, make new friends, and deal with her 
overprotective father without advice from the BSC gang. But 
the worst part is when she faces a terrible baby-sitting predica-
ment, and she can't find any help. Luckily, Mary Anne rises to 
the occasion. Not only does she handle all her problems with 
aplomb, she also manages to get the BSC back together again.  
*Part of the Baby-Sitters Club Graphic Novel series 
Reading Level: P 
 
 
 

 



 
Secrets at Sea 
Richard Peck    JFIC PECK 
In 1887, the social-climbing Cranstons voyage from New York 
to London, where they hope to find a husband for their awk-
ward older daughter, secretly accompanied by Helena and her 
mouse siblings, for whom the journey is both terrifying and 
wondrous as they meet an array of titled humans despite their 
best efforts at remaining hidden. 
Reading Level: V 
 
Fly Away 
Patricia Polacco    JFIC POLACCO 
While in North Dakota helping her Aunt Frankie prepare for a 
possible flood, Lucy finds her voice as a poet with the help of 
her two-year-old brother Teddy, the rest of their family, and a 
few cows.  
Reading Level: P 
 
Tricky Coyote Tales  
Chris Schweizer    JFIC SCHWEIZER 
Coyote seeks food and fun in the canyons and hills of the 
southwest, and the reader helps him make choices as he en-
counters many other creatures, some friendly and some dan-
gerous. 
Reading Level: N 
 
Judy Moody, Girl Detective 
Megan McDonald                JFIC MCDONALD 
When a puppy who is being trained as a police dog goes miss-
ing, third-grader Judy forms a detective agency to solve the 
mystery, imitating her literary heroine, Nancy Drew.  
*Part of the Judy Moody series 
Reading Level: N 
 
Spaceheadz 2 
Jon Scieszka    JFIC SCIESZKA 
The campaign to save the earth from being turned off is going 
well, but Michael K. must enlist fellow fifth-graders Venus and 
TJ to help hide the SPHDZ from Agent Umber, especially when 
they become involved in a school play.  

Reading Level: Q 
 
Smells Like Treasure 
Suzanne Selfors    JFIC SELFORS 
Farm boy Homer faces another challenger for his uncle's spot 
in the Society of Legends, Objects, Secrets, and Treasures but 
Dog's hidden ability to smell treasure guides the duo as clues 
lead them to fantastic mansions and hidden islands. 
Reading Level: S 
 
Mo Wren Lost & Found 
Tricia Springstubb                JFIC SPRINGSTUBB 
When eleven-year-old Mo's mother dies in an accident and 
Mo's devastated father deals with the loss by moving the fami-
ly to a new town and starting a new life as the owner of a 
sports bar, Mo must leave her much loved neighborhood on 
Fox Street to live in an apartment above the "cursed" Corky's 
Tavern. 
Reading Level: S 

 
How To Be a Pirate: the heroic misadventures 
Cressida Cowell    JFIC COWELL 
When Hiccup and his pals meet Alvin who claims to know the 
lhidden location of the treasure of the pirate Grimbeard the 
Ghastly. This adventure takes Hiccup and friends on a sea ad-
venture.  
*Part of the How to Train Your Dragon series 
Reading Level: T 
 
The Trouble with Chickens 
Doreen Cornin    JFIC CRONIN 
A hard-bitten former search-and-rescue dog helps solve a com-
plicated missing chicken case. 
Reading Level: N 
 
James and the Giant Peach 
Roald Dahl    JFIC DAHL 
Wonderful adventures abound when James escapes from his 
fearful aunts by rolling away inside a giant peach. 
Reading Level: Q 
 
Matilda 
Roald Dahl                                                             JFIC DAHL 
Matilda, a brilliant, sensitive little girl, uses her talents and in-
genuity to seek revenge on her crooked father, lazy mother, 
and the terrifying Miss Trunchbull, her wicked headmistress, 
and save her beloved teacher, Miss Honey. 
Reading Level: S 
 
The Tale of Despereaux: being the story of a mouse, a prin-
cess, some soup and a spool of thread 
Kate Dicamillo               JFIC DICAMILLO 
The adventures of Despereaux Tilling, a small mouse of unusual 
talents, the princess that he loves, the servant girl who longs to 
be a princess, and a devious rat determined to bring them all 
to ruin. 
Reading Level: U 
 
Like the Willow Tree 
Lois Lowry    JFIC DEAR 
After being orphaned during the influenza epidemic of 1918, 
eleven-year-old Lydia Pierce and her fourteen-year-old brother 
are taken by their grieving uncle to be raised in the Shaker 
community at Sabbathday Lake. Includes author's note about 
the Shakers. * Part of the Dear American series 
Reading Level: T 
 
The Case of the Ruby Slippers 
Martha Freeman    JFIC FREEMAN 
With the help of their rambunctious dog, Hooligan, seven-year-
old Tessa and ten-year-old Cammie, daughters of the first fe-
male president, investigate when Dorothy's ruby slippers van-
ish while on loan to the White House. 
Reading Level: Q 
 
 
 



Stone Fox 
John Reynolds Gardiner   JFIC GARDINER 
In spite of tremendous odds, a ten-year-old boy and his dog 
are determined to win a dogsled race and the five-hundred-
dollar prize. 
Reading Level: P 
 
Miss Laney is Zany 
Dan Gutman    JFIC GUTMAN 
When Ella Mentry School is threatened with closure due to 
budget cuts, A.J.'s new speech teacher, Miss Laney, comes up 
with a brilliant, if weird, plan to save the day. 
Reading Level: O 
 
Athena the Brain 
Joan Holub    JFIC HOLUB 
Athena learns that she is a goddess when she is summoned to 
Mount Olympus by her father, Zeus, and she must quickly ad-
just to her new status, make friends, and catch up with 
all the studies she missed while attending mortal school.  
*Part of the Goddess Girls Series  
Reading Level: T 
 
The Beasts of Clawstone Castle 
Eva Ibbotson    JFIC IBBOTSON 
While spending the summer with elderly relatives 
at Clawstone Castle in northern England, Madlyn and her 
brother Rollo, with the help of several ghosts, attempt to save 
the rare cattle that live on the castle grounds.  
Reading Level: V 
 
Guinea Dog 
Patrick Jennings    JFIC JENNINGS 
When his mother brings home a guinea pig instead of 
the dog he has always wanted, fifth-grader Rufus is not happy--
until the rodent starts acting exactly like a dog.  
*Part of the Guinea Dog series 
Reading Level: S 
 
Emmy and the Home for Troubled Girls 
Lynne Jonell    JFIC JONELL 
10 year old Emmy must fight off the evil Miss Barmy (now a 
rat) who has trapped five of her former charges and is using 
them to steal jewels. 
Reading Level: T 
 
Melonhead 
Katy Kelly    JFIC KELLY 
In the Washington, D.C. neighborhood of Capitol Hill, Lucy 
Rose's friend Adam "Melonhead" Melon, a budding inventor 
with a knack for getting into trouble, enters a science contest 
that challenges students to recycle an older invention into a 
new invention. 
Reading Level: S 
 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid: the long haul 
Jeff Kinney    JFIC KINNEY 
The Heffley family road trip starts off full of promise, then 
quickly takes several wrong turns--with everything from a 
fender bender to crazed seagulls--but even the worst road trip 
can turn into an adventure. 
Reading Level: S 

Dying to Meet You 
Kate Klise    JFIC KLISE 
In this story told mostly through letters, children's book au-
thor, I. B. Grumply, gets more than he bargained for when he 
rents a quiet place to write for the summer. 
Reading Level: U 
 
Henry’s Freedom Box 
Ellen Levine    JFIC LEVINE 
Henry Brown doesn't know how old he is. Nobody keeps rec-
ords of slaves' birthdays. All the time he dreams about free-
dom, but that dream seems far away. Then one day, as he lifts 
a crate at the warehouse, he knows exactly what he must do: 
He will mail himself to the North. After an arduous journey in 
the crate, Henry finally has a birthday -- his first day of free-
dom.  
Reading Level: P 
 
Hot Hand: a Comeback Kids novel 
Mike Lupica    JFIC LUPICA 
In the wake of his parents' separation, ten-year-old Billy seems 
to have continual conflicts with his father, who is also his bas-
ketball coach, but his quiet, younger brother Ben, a piano 
prodigy, is having even more trouble adjusting, and only Billy 
seems to notice.  
Reading Level: S 
 
Waiting for the Magic 
Patricia MacLachlan                 JFIC MACLACHLAN 
When Papa goes away for a little while, his family tries to cope 
with the separation by adopting four dogs and a cat. 
Reading Level: O 
 
Daphne’s Diary of Daily Disasters: the fake friend! 
Marissa Moss    JFIC MOSS 
Daphne and Kaylee are fourth-graders and best friends, but 
Daphne also wants to become friends with Imogen, the cool 
girl in their class. The trouble is, to be friends with Imogen, 
she's going to have to get past Imogen's best friend, Darla. 
Which means becoming fake friends with Darla. But when it 
comes to Daphne, things never go according to plan. Can she 
survive the Fake Friend Disaster and make a real friend in the 
process?  
*Part of the Daphne’s Diary of Daily Disasters series 
Reading Level: Q 
 
Nim’s Island 
Wendy Orr    JFIC ORR 
Nim loves her island home and the animals she shares it with 
even while her scientist father is away doing research, but 
trouble is on the way and a new e-mail friend could be the only 
one who can help. 
Reading Level: P 
 
 
 
 
 
 


